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HRE BREWS ii. 15. 


And deliver them who, through fear of death, 
were all their life time ſubjeft to bondage. 


Such is the declared deſign of our Sa- 
viour's miſſion and undertaking: a deſign, 
which cannot leſs than prepoſſeſs us in his 
favour, and excite, in every reffecting mind, 
ſentiments of veneration and gratitude, 
There are none of the human race, what- 
ever be their condition or their character, 
who are not liable to the evil from which he 
propoſes to deliver them, and who have not 
actually experienced the diſtreſs for which 
he provides relief. | 
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It is appointed for all men once to die; 
and eyery man has ſome 1ntervals of anxiety 
and terror in the proſpe& of diſſolution. 
The fear of death is a paſſion which the 
Creator has implanted in our frame. It is of- 
ten alarmed, and not eaſily ſuppreſſed. Un- 
der proper direction and reſtraint, its influ- 
ence is beneficial ; but it has often prevailed 
to a degree that is humiliating and diſtreſſ- 
| ing. It is, therefore, an inquiry of no ſmall 
moment, how this paſſion may be kept 

within due bounds, and made ſubſervient to 

| the uſeful purpoſes for which the Author of 

Wl . our nature deſigned it, without degrading 

dur piety into ſuperſtition, and depriving us 

of that mental tranquillity and ſelf-poſſeſſion, 

| which our religion is intended to promote, 
The attempt to annihilate this paſſion is im- 
practicable. Beſides, the conſtitution of our 
nature, the condition of our being, and the 
ſecurity of our virtue forbid it. But as 
much of our comfort depends upon its be- 
ing properly reſtrained and governed, we 

cannot be inattentive to the leſſons, nor re- 
gardleſs of the affiſtances, which are-afforded 

us for this purpoſe. Wh 
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Reaſon and philoſophy have, in every age, 
exerted their utmoſt efforts to overcome the 
fear of death: and it muſt be acknowledged, 
that they have ſuggeſted a variety of conſi- 
derations, which tend to diminiſh the diſ- 
treſſing influence of this paſſion. But the 
arguments of unaſſiſted reaſon and philoſo- 
phy have been calculated to produce /ubmi/- 
fon to an event that is unavoidable, which is 
the common lot of all mankind, and in the 
proſpect of which reluQtance and timidity 
are uſeleſs and pernicious; rather than that 
voluntary ſurrender at the appointed and aw- 
ful period, or that peaceful confidence in the 
view of it, which are the effects of faith in 
God and the Redeemer, and of the hope of 
immortality. They were the ſpeculations 
of a few-contemplative men, who, in their 
calm and tranquil moments of reflection, 
and whilſt they conſidered death as a diſ- 
tant evil, reaſoned themſelves into a con- 
tempt of its terrors: but they were not 
adapted to the multitude, equally needing 
relief with themſelves ; nor were they capa- 
ble of adminiſtering conſolation and ſupport 
in the hour of actual trial, The reaſonings 
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of philoſophy were too ſubtle and refined 
for the bulk of mankind. They were too 
feeble to controul the paſſions of the human 
heart in the moment of its anxiety and 
alarm. They were too dubious and unſatiſ- 
factory to ſuſtain and cheer the ſinking ſpi- 
rit amidſt the agonies of expiring nature. 


The only ſufficient remedy againſt the 
fear of death is that, which the principles 
and hopes of Chriſtianity ſupply. Theſe 
are the only effectual means of our deliver- 
ance from the diſtreſſing bondage, which this 


paſſion occaſions, This will appear, if we | 


conſider what are the circumſtances which 
render death formidable, and what proviſion 


Chriſtianity hath made for our reſcue Hom 
the fear of it. 


We may obſerve that“ the viſible change 
* which death produces in the human frame 
ce is an object of terror. The effects of ac- 
cident, diſeaſe and decay, which do not 
terminate in immediate diſſolution, are ne- 
vertheleſs, in many caſes, awful and diſtreſſ- 
ing. When we behold the friend or'com- 


nanion, 
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panion, who exhibited every appearance of 
health and ſpirits, whoſe ſprightlineſs and 
activity we have been accuſtomed to admire, 
emaciated by painful or lingering diſorders, 
oppreſſed with melancholy, or trembling 
with weakneſs, we feel emotions of ſurpriſe 
and concern, which are not eaſily ſuppreſſed. 
Allied by one common nature, and ſubject 
to the evils we deplore, whilſt we ſhed the 
tear of ſympathy, we cannot help being 
anxious and alarmed on our own account, 
and dreading the danger againſt which we 
have no certain ſecurity. 


But the effect which death produces is 
more awful: and to this we are all alike ex- 
poſed. The ſtate to which death reduces 
men of every character and condition, and 
the change which takes place in that part of 
our frame, which is the object of our ſenſes, 
are humbling and afflictive. We ſhud- 
der in viewing the lifeleſs remains of the 
once beautiful, robuſt and active; of thoſe 
who inſtructed us by their wiſdom, and 
amuſed us with their vivacity ; and we ſigh 
in ne that the grave is the repoſitory 
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to which we muſt ſpeedily conſign thoſe, 
who were the objects of our higheſt admira- 


tion and delight. In contemplating the 


change which death produces in our corpo- 
real frame, when all our vital and active 
powers, and every amiable and admired qua- 
lity are apparently deſtroyed ; we cannot 
forbear regarding it as an object of terror. 
We cannot but tremble in the proſpect of 
the conflict we muſt undergo, when the 
termination of it is ſo awful. 


The approaches of death are, indeed, com- 
monly gentle and gradual; and we have rea- 
ſon to think, that many have endured, on 
other occaſions, more painful trials than that 
which precedes diſſolution. To the imagi- 
nation however, which anticipates its effect, 
it appears peculiarly formidable; and it is 
natural to wiſh for correſponding ſupport in 
this hour of extremity; in that hour, when 
fleſh and heart fail, and when human ſuc- 
cour can adminiſter no relief. Without the 
proſpect of aſſiſtance and ſupport at this ſea- 
ſon, and of ultimate reſcue, the natural firm» 
neſs of the human mind will be overcome 
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by the terrors that attend it. More eſpeel- 
ally when we further conſider, 


« That death appears to ſenſe to be the 
* cloſe of our being.” The Creator has 
formed us with a ſtrong attachment to life, 
endowed us with a defire of its continuance, 
and inſpired us with a horror of its final ter- 
mination. Theſe principles are implanted 
in our conſtitution for wiſe and uſeful pur- 
poſes; and they naturally produce a dread 
of diſſolution. In the divine intention, ex- 
iſtence is a bleſſing. As ſuch we eagerly re- 
tain it, and we ſurrender it with reluctance. 
We recur to various methods for preſerving 
and prolonging it. We are eaſily alarmed 
by every appearance of danger. The ſcene 
to which we have been accuſtomed, we quit 
with regret. We cannot avoid being terri- 
hed by the apprehenſion of cloſing our eyes 
for ever on thoſe objects with which the 
Author of our being has encompaſſed us for 
our gratification and delight, and to which 
habit and uſe have created a very ſtrong at- 
tachment. Beſides, 
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The cloſe of life is the concluſion of all 
4 our active employments and purſuits, and 
* of all thoſe ſchemes and purpoſes, which 
engage the attention and exerciſe the pow- 
* ers of the human mind.” In action and 
labour there is delight. The employment of 
ourcorporeal and mental faculties contributes 
to our happineſs. Without due exerciſe of 
both, life would be joyleſs. The pauſe oc- 
eaſioned by bodily diſorders is unpleaſant 
and, therefore, the ſtillneſs of the grave, in 
which there is no work nor device, muſt be 
much more awful. To which we may add, 
that plans and deſigns, ever new and various 
through the ſucceſſive ſtages of life, which 
death prevents our. accompliſhing, ſerve to 
create diffidence and terror in the proſpect 
of it, To whatever diſtance the period of 
our diſſolution may be removed, it will find 
us flattering ourſelves with hopes, forming 
ſchemes and purpoſes for our own advan- 
tage, or for that of others, and purſuing ob- 
jects, the attainment of which requires far - 
ther time than the boundaries of mortality 
allow. Let the advances of death be more 
ſlow or more rapid, when he actually ar- 
— | rives, 
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rives, all will have reaſon to lament, that 
many of their purpoſes are broken off, that 
they are diſappointed in the execution of 
many important and uſeful deſigns, and that 
many flattering expectations are fruſtrated. 
To human labour and human wiſhes there 
is no limit. Life conſiſts more in purſuit 
and hope than in attainment. And, there- 
fore, an event, which checks the progreſs of 
our faculties and prevents the accompliſh- 
ment of a thouſand purpoſes and defires, 
which we are ever prone to indulge and 
cheriſh, muſt appear formidable to men of 
every age and of every ſtation. Moreover, 
“Death, to the eye of ſenſe, and inde- 
e pendently of the principles and hopes 
& which religion inſpires, is the appointed 
e boundary of our enjoyment and happi- 
* neſs.” In that ſtate of ſeeming inactivity 
and inſenſibility to which death reduces us, 
every avenue of pleaſure is cloſed ; every 
capacity of happineſs is annihilated. Our 
' ſenſes and appetites can adminiſter no more 
to our gratification and delight; and all our 
mental powers are, at leaſt apparently, ſuſ- 
| | pended 
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pended in their exerciſe, and incapable of 
contributing to our ſatisfaction and felicity. 


We may add, © That death, conſidered as 
te the termination of our exiſtence, bears a 
« very formidable aſpe& on our mutual con- 
«© nection and intercourſe, as ſocial beings, 
e endeared to each other by a variety of 
4 reciprocal intereſts and obligations.“ That 
we ſhall behold man no more with the in- 
habitants of the world ; that the moſt im- 
portant and uſeful connections, in which 
mutual affection and dependence are moſt 
cloſely intwined, ſhould be finally diſſolved; 
that love and gratitude and mutual com- 
placency ſhould for ever ceaſe; and that the 
inſtructive and pleaſing intercourſe of wiſ- 
dom and friendſhip ſhould terminate, are 
conſiderations which, more than any other, 
array death in robes of terror, and repreſent 
him as the peculiar dread of nature. With- 
ut the proſpect of reunion, the ſorrow of 
ſeparation from thoſe whom we revere and 
love would be inconſolable. We - ſhould 
tremble, when death approached to others 
or to ourſelves. We ſhould expect with 
painful 
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painful anxiety that moment which ſevered 


us from our beloved aſſociates and friends, 


and depart with regret to the dreary manſion 
of ſolitude and oblivion. I obſerve further, 


© That there is another view of death, in 
* which it appears formidable to all who 
« contemplate it, whatever be their diſpoſi- 
„tion and character.“ As an introduction 
to future being and retribution, guilt trem- 
bles in the anticipation of it, and the diffi- 
dence of the upright and ſelf- approved 
cauſes ſome degree of ſolicitude and fear. 
The darkneſs that covers the unſeen ſtate 
renders it awful to thoſe, who cannot but 
apprehend that they ſhall ſuryive death, 
They ſtand, with no inconſiderable ſuſpenſe 
and anxiety, on the borders of an unex- 
plored region ; and uncertain whither they 
may be conveyed and what may be their 
future condition, the proſpe& of a removal 
alarms and diſquiets them. Ignorant how- 
ever as they are, in a variety of reſpects, 
concerning futurity, they feel the conviction, 
that at death they ſhall enter on a ſcene of 
retribution ; that their conduct is ſubject to 
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the ſcrutiny of an omnipreſent and righteous 
Judge ; and that their condition will depend 
upon his judgment and ſentence. To the 
tribunal of impartial reQitude they proceed 
with reluctance and timidity; and a variety 
of diſquieting apprehenſions occurs to their 
minds in the proſpect of the account they 
muſt render, and of the ſolemn conſequences 
of a deciſion, that ſhall fix their eternal 
ſtate, Theſe apprehenſions they cannot 
avoid, when death approaches ; when the 
near views of it conſtrain them to reflect on 
their paſt conduct and on their future de- 
tiny, Connecting in imagination the cloſe 
of life with the period of judgment, and 
convinced that, when death has execut- 
ed his office, their ſtate is fixed and un- 
alterable, the hour of their diſſolution muſt 
appear unſpeakably ſolemn and intereſt- 
ing. To the guilty and ſelf-condemned 
a thouſand images of terror will preſent 
themſelves. And even to thoſe who are 
conſcious of their own integrity, and at the 
ſame time humble and diffident in the re- 
view of their imperfections and failings, 
judgment and eternity are objects of anxious 

: expectation. 
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expectation. The near view of theſe ob- 
jets is apt to diſcompoſe and alarm the 
moſt ſecure. Some degree of heſitation and 
fear is inſeparable from human frailty and 
error. The proſpe& of appearing before a 
holy, righteous, and all-knowing Judge, and 
of receiving ſentence correſponding to the 
real character, and determining the everlaſt- 
ing ſtate, is ſufficient to diſturb the tran- 
quillity of the beſt minds, and has often 
proved the occaſion of terror and diſtreſs. 
It has been the occaſion of diſtreſs and ter- 
ror, notwithſtanding all the advantages and 
aſſiſtances which religion has afforded ; and 
we may well conceive, how lamentable muſt 
have been the condition of thoſe, who were 
altogether deſtitute of the light and influ- 
ence which religion imparts. 


Having illuſtrated the principal cauſes of 
that fear of death, by reaſon of which many 
have been all their life-time ſubje& to bond- 
age; we ſhall now proceed to ſhew, what 
proviſion Chriſtianity has made for our de- 
liverance from this diſtreſſing paſſion. 


It 
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It is no inconſiderable advantage, That 
« it affords us the moſt ſatisfactory evi- 
« dence of the dominion of divine Pro- 
„ yidence, and the moſt encouraging aſſu- 
* rance of needful ſuccour in a ſeaſon of 
e diſtreſs.” The doctrine and hiſtory of 
our bleſſed Saviour evince this animating 
truth, that the intereſts of mankind, and eſ- 

pecially thoſe of the upright and pious, in 
every period and condition of their being, 
are ſubject to the attention and care of a 
wiſdom that cannot err, of a power that 
cannot be controuled, and of a goodneſs that 

0 is immutable and everlaſting. In all their 

it; _ difficulties and trials God is their ever-pre- 

| ſent witneſs and guardian. No event can 
| befall them without his knowledge and per- 
8 miſſion. They cannot be placed in any 

il ſituation, ſo ſolitary, ſo diſtreſſed, and ſo 

j | helpleſs, as to exclude his compaſſionate 
W notice and almighty ſuccour. Death itſelf 

1 is ſubject to his direction and controul. All 
the circumſtances that attend it are perfectly 
known to him. His preſence and agency 
are unconfined. 'They pervade the whole 
ſyſtem of nature, both material and intellec- 

| tual. 
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tual. In every place, in every ſtate, in every 
moment, he is not far from any one of us. 
The mind of man, as well as the material 
univerſe, is the habitation of God. He can 
manifeſt the tokens of his preſence and the 
energy of his ſpirit to our ſouls as well as to 
our corporeal ſenſes, ; 
How juſtly, then, does the Deity claim 
our confidence in every ſeaſon of trial and 
diſtreſs! and more eſpecially in that awful 
moment, when every other object of de- 
pendence ſhall fail! In the valley of the 
ſhadow of death, no friendly aſſociate can 
accompany us to ſoothe the anguiſh and 
ſupport the fortitude of our ſpirits. When 
all ſubordinate inſtruments of relief and 
ſources of conſolation withdraw, and we are 
conſtrained, to purſue the laſt gloomy ſtage 
of the journey of life, without one cheering 
companion to attend -us, God. is ſtill with 
us. In that ſolemn hour, it is his ſole pre- 
rogative to adminiſter conſolation; This is 
the hour of his triumph over the otherwiſe 
unaided weakneſs. and exigence of man. 

He challenges to himſelf the benignant of- 

zun B | r 
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1 fice of being the ſtrength and joy of our hearts. 3 
|| Aſſured of his preſence and ſupport, ſhall . 
we fear any evil? © Retire,” may we then 
| ſay to the anxious weeping witneſſes of our 
1 laſt conflict; “ your power to ſuſtain us can 
| reach no farther, Your kind attention 
1 * can yield no balm of comfort to our 
* minds; your ſympathy can neither alle- 
« yiate our diſtreſs nor encourage our hope. 
| „God has now taken the charge of us. 
5 « Under his conduct and care, we ſhall be 
| e ſecure and happy.” Let us look forward 
1 to a dying hour with ſach ſentiments as 
theſe ;— its terrors will vaniſh ; nay, they 
| will be converted into confidence and tri- 
umph ;-—a confidence and triumph reſem- 
bling thoſe of the great Captain of our ſal- 
| | * vation, when in the hour of his laſt agony 
he ſurrendered himſelf to the divine will, 
and there appeared to him an angel from 
heaven, ſtrengthening him. 
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| « Another adage. which we derive 
l from Chriſtianity, for conquering the fear 

| « of death, is the aſſurance it gives us of re- 


« newed and continued exiſtence in the fu- 
"S206 
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tt ture world,” The dominion of death is 
aboliſhed. Life and immortality are brought 
to the cleareſt light by the doctrine and pro- 
miſes and reſurrection of our Saviour. The 
conjectures and hopes of unenlightened na- 
ture are confirmed. The dawn of reaſon and 
philoſophy is brightened into noon- day. 
The cloud that overſpread the inviſible ſtate 
is diſperſed. The horrors of annihilation 
are fled. We may ſtand on the verge of 
life, compoſed and fearleſs; and look through 
the vale of death to a region of renewed 
exiſtence, exerciſe and enjoyment. Reco- 
vered by the grace of the Goſpel and the 
undertaking of the Redeemer to the hope 
of immortality, we may indulge the ex- 
pectation of a more excellent and permanent 
exiſtence than that of this mortal ſtate, of 
nobler employments, and of a more com- 
plete and durable felicity, than thoſe of 


which our nature is capable in our preſent * 


condition of frailty and imperfection. We 
may alſo exult in the proſpect of being 
united to kindred ſpirits, and of regaining, 
in the . great multitude of glorified faints 
who ſhall be aſſembled at the reſurrection 
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of the juſt, thoſe aſſociates and friends, 
whoſe pious precepts and virtuous example | 
and delightful intercourſe we have juſtly 
accounted our higheſt privilege and happi- 
neſs in the preſent world, and the recollec- 
tion of which, long ſince loſt to us, has 
often pterced our hearts with regret and an- 
guiſh. 


Fortified and animated by theſe reflec- 
tions, can we not contemplate death without 
diſmay ? Shall we ſtart back from his ap- 
proaches? Shall we regard him as the mi- 
niſter of divine indignation, as the king of 
terrors, as the enemy of our nature ? Shall 
we not rather ſay, his whole afpect is 
changed? His frowns are converted into 
benignant ſmiles. He is the herald of li- 
berty and the meſſenger of falvation. He 
comes under a divine commiſſion, not to 
hurt or deſtroy, but to relieve and to make 
us happy; to remove us from one diſtri 


of the empire of God, where the ſky is 


often overcaſt with 'clouds and charged with 
tempeſts, or, without a figure, where fin 
and mortality, with their attendant evils, 

FOR prevail, 


* 
prevail, into another more favoured region, 
fit for the abode of perfect and glorified 


beings, where virtue and happineſs are un- 
alloyed, uninterrupted, and everlaſting. 


After all it may be ſaid, that, though ſuch 
a ſtate of perfection and bleſſedneſs be the 
promiſed inheritance of the righteous, yet 
how ſhall human degeneracy, frailty, and 
demerit attain to it? © The relief which 
« Chriſtianity has provided extends to the 
te cale of mankind, conſidered as depraved, 
* infirm and guilty,” It furniſhes indeed 
no antidote againſt the fear of death to the 
wicked and impenitent. To ſuch it aggra- 
vates all the terrors which uninſtructed rea- 
ſon ſuggeſts. It aſſures them, that death is 
the introduction to a renewed life of tribu- 
lation and anguiſh, under the diſpleaſure, of 
a holy Sovereign and juſt Judge. Never- 
theleſs, Chriſtianity is accompanied with a -. 
powerful and divine influence in recovering 
ſinners to repentance and holineſs, in pre- 
ſerving and promoting their obedience and 
virtue, and in preparing them for the pre- 
ſence of God, and the bleſſedneſs of immor- 
B 3 tality. 
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tality. It is, in this reſpect, the power of 
God unto ſalvation. It implants and che- 
riſhes in the human mind the ſeeds of future 
and everlaſting happineſs ; and, by contri- 
buting to the ſecurity and improvement of 
our virtue and piety, it enſures our conqueſt 
over death, and our eſcape, at the appointed 


* 


period, from the grave. 


% 


Beſides, Chriſtianity not only directs and 
aids us in the exerciſe of thoſe virtues and 
graces which are the principles of a happy 


immortality, and which, in their own na- 


ture and by divine promiſe, render us capa- 
ble of continued exiſtence, when the mortal 
part of our frame has mouldered in the 
duſt ; but it reinveſts us with the title to 
future being, which we had forfeited by 
ſin, provides an indemnity againſt the ef- 
fes of tranſgreſſion, and recovers us from 
the doom of death which fin had incurred, 
to the hope of immortality. With this 
view the Son of God died for our offences, 
-and roſe again for our juſtification.” His 
death was, in the conndilh of infinite wiſ- 
dom and mercy, the appointed and accepted 

ranſom 
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ranſom of our lives; and his reſurrection 
was a vilible teſtimony to the eſſicacy of his 


interpoſition as our Redeemer from eternal 
death. Becauſe he lives, we ſhall live alſo. 
Thus ample and ſatisfactory is the proviſion 


which Chriſtianity has made for our pardon 


and acceptance, and for our ultimate ad- 
vancement, notwithſtanding our demerit 
and defective obedience, to everlaſting life 


and happineſs. On this ground of the me- 


diation and promiſe of Chriſt, the humble 
penitent may triumph over death and the 
grave. The fins which thou haſt repented 


of and forſaken, we may now ſay to ſuch, 


ſhall not riſe up in judgment againſt thee, 
Mercy ſhines through the gloom of guilt. 
The diffidence of an imperfect virtue derives 
encouragement and humble boldneſs from 
the grace of the Goſpel. Its divine Au- 
thor has enſured victory and reſcue to the 


penitent and upright, 


How important and excellent is that 
« divine diſpenſation which delivers us from 
„the fear of death!“ The evil is univer- 
ſal. The relief provided for it is ſufficient 
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in every caſe of diſtreſs, unleſs we 0 
to avall ourſelves of it. And can we neglect 
to avail ourſelves of it, without ingratitude 
to God, and a very culpable inattention to 
our own ſafety and happineſs? The faith 
and hope, with which Chriſtianity inſpires 
its votaries, will enable them to overcome 
the ſlaviſh and diſquieting fear of diſſolution. 
Some degree of dread in the view of it may 
be unavoidable: but if we imbibe the prin- 
ciples and conform to the precepts of our 
holy religion, we ſhall ceaſe to tremble in 
the contemplation of death. We ſhall ac- 
quieſce in its approaches, and ſurrender 
with fortitude and tranquillity at the divine 
ſummons. | 


«© What gratitude do we owe for the 
% means of relief which God has afforded 
© us; and how ſolicitonus ſhould we be to 
e expreſs our gratitude, by poſſeſſing our 
“ minds with thoſe reflections and hopes, 
© which the doctrine and mediation of our 
« Saviour ſuggeſt!” . 


reſulting 
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reſulting from theſe reflections and hopes, 
let the courſe of our lives be regulated by 
the conviction ' that we are dying and ac- 
countable, and that our future ſtate depends 
upon our preſent character and conduct. 


Nothing deſerves our attention and con- 
cern ſo much as a well-grounded confidence 
and hope in the proſpect of death. and eter- 
nity. Theſe are ſubjects of meditation, 
which are common to all, and which muſt 
often occur. It is therefore of great mo- 
ment to every man's peace and ſelf-poſſeſ- 
ſion, that he ſhould be able to contemplate 
them without diſtreſſing terror. If the 
image of death, whenever it preſents itſelf, 
ſhould alarm and diſquiet us, we ſhall have 
few calm and tranquil intervals in a ſtate 
where we are ſurrounded with the emblems 
and ſubje& to the ſymptoms of mortality. 
Let faith and religion ſecure us againſt an- 
xiety and terror; and may they to ſuch a 
degree poſſeſs our minds, and influence our 
conduct, that we may experience no diſ- 
quieting fears, when fleſh and heart ſhall 
fail us! 5 
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« When the beneficial influence of Chriſ- 
© tianity, as an antidote to doubt and fear 
in the proſpect of diſſolution, is atteſted 
* by the declarations and conduct of our 
* pious friends, we are furniſhed with new 
* motives to gratitude, and with new in- 
© ducements to hold faſt the profeſſion of 
* our faith in it without wavering.” We 
thus learn, that the efficacy of our holy 
religion in diveſting death of its terrors, 
and fortifying the mind under the appre- 
henſions of futurity, is not imaginary and 
deluſive. It is as real as it is important; 
and it has been actually illuſtrated in cir- 
cumſtances of trial. During the progreſs of 
decay, and under the occaſional anguiſh of 
a painful diſorder, its power has been ob- 
ſerved and acknowledged, The viſible ap- 
proaches of death, with a variety of attend- 
ant evils, have not been ſufficient to deject 
and intimidate the mind that has been ſup- 
ported by the teſtimony of conſcience, and 


| Cheered by the hope of immortality. 


In the cloſing ſcene of the exemplary life 
of our deceaſed friend, the Rev; Roger 
FHlexman, 


1 


Flexman, D. D. theſe obſervations have 
been ſignally verified. The review of it af- 
fords both inſtruction and comfort to ſurvi- 
vors. It ſerves to evince the utility of reli- 
gion, and to impart conſolation to thoſe who 
have been bereaved of a parent or a friend. 


But I cannot content myſelf with this 
tranſient teſtimony to the diſtinguiſhed 
worth of ſuch a friend, with whom I have 
been in habits of intimate acquaintance for 
more than thirty years, and who, in the laſt 
years of his life, has been a conſtant attend- 
ant on public worſhip in this place. 


Dr. Flexman was born on the 22d of Fe- 
bruary in the year 1707-8, at Great Tor- 
rington in the county of Devon. His father 
was a manufacturer, of conſiderable reputa- 
tion in that place, He manifeſted an early 
' inclination to the Chriſtian Miniſtry : and 
ſuch was his proficiency in claſſical learning, 
that he was admitted, at the age of fifteen 
years, into the Diſſenting Academy at Ti- 
verton, under the care of the Rev. John 
Moore. His literary improvement and ge- 
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Beral conduct, during the five years which 


he ſpent at the academy, gave ſuch fſatisfac- 
tion to his tutor, that he ſolicited his aſſiſt- 
ance in the conduct of the inſtitution. His 
views, however, were directed to the public 
exerciſe of his profeſſion, for which he was 
well qualified, and to which he was ardently 
devoted. In 1730 he was ordained at Mod- 
bury ; but he did not continue long in this 
ſituation. Having officiated at Crediton for 
five years, and at Chard for four years, pro- 
bably without any views, to a permanent 
connection, he ſettled at Bradford, in Wilt- 
ſhire, about the latter end of the year 1739. 
In 1747, he removed to Rotherhithe ; and 
in the ſame year he married the daughter of 
Mr. Yerbury, a reſpectable member of the 
ſociety at Bradford. In this new ſituation 
his miniſterial labours were acceptable and 
uſeful ; and they were proſecuted with un- 


remitting attention and aſſiduity. But in a 


courſe of years the congregation with which 
he was connected, ſuffered very much by 
the death of ſome members, and the conſe- 
quent extinction of families, and by the re- 
moval of others. The precarious ſtate of 


Dr, 
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Dr. Hexman's health rendered it neceſſary 
for him to withdraw from ſtated ſervice, 
and to reſide in a part of the town where he 
could enjoy the benefit of the medical ad- 
vice and aſliſtance of a friend, to whom he 
had been accuſtomed to apply in the pa- 
roxyſms of a diſorder under which he la- 
boured. Theſe concurring circumſtances 
induced him, in the year 1783, to ſurrender 
his paſtoral relation to the ſociety at Rother- 
hithe, and in conſequence of that event the 
ſociety was diſſolved. He continued, how- 
ever, to officiate ſtatedly at the morning lec- 
ture, to which he was choſen in 1754, 
whenever his turn occurred, for ſeveral years 
after the reſignation of his paſtoral office ; 
and he preached occaſionally in other places, 


as long as his health and fpirits would 
allow. 


Dr. Flexman's conſtitution was naturally 
ſtrong ; and his health, for many years, was 
ſeldom interrupted. But towards the cloſe 
of his life he was ſubject to frequent attacks 
of a painful diſorder, which were perilous 
and alarming, which diſcompoſed a mind 
that 
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that was naturally calm and gentle, and 


which rendered him incapable of thoſe pub- 


lic duties, in the performance of which he 
took great delight. 


Of his mental talents and literary acquire- 
ments, thoſe who knew him, before the 
acceſs of that debility, which was occaſion- 
ed partly by his advanced age, but princi- 
pally by the diſorder that afflicted him, en- 
tertained a high opinion. There have been 
few perſons, . who poſſeſſed a more exten- 


{ive and accurate acquaintance with the hiſ- 


tory of England than Dr. Flexman. His 
memory was retentive to a degree that is 


ſeldom paralleled. Ir ſuperſeded the neceſ- 
ſity of recurring to any written authorities; 


and it ſerved him for the recital of dates and 


facts, and very minute circumſtances, which 
the moſt laborious reſearch found a difficulty 
in aſcertaining. Poſſeſſed of this faculty, 
for which he was eminently: diſtinguiſhed, 
he was capable of communicating important 


and uſeful information on a variety of occa- 


ſions ; and he was often conſulted by men 


of the 1 rank and character in the king - 


dom. 


n 
dom. In diſcuſſions of a political nature, as 
well as in reſearches of a literary kind, his 
knowledge has been of very conſiderable 
ſervice. It gave him acceſs to many mem 
bers of both houſes of parliament, who 
availed themſelves of hints and references 
with which he ſupplied them; and it intro- 
duced him into an acquaintance with ſeveral 
perſons of eminence, both as ſcholars and as 
writers. The only pecuniary advantage of 
any moment, which he derived from con- 
nections of this kind, was that which aroſe 
from his appointment to be one of the Com- 
pilers of the General Index to the Journale 
of the Houſe of Commons. The S8thy gth, 
roth, and 11th volumes, comprehendiag an 
intereſting period of parliamentary proceed- 
ings, viz, from 1660 to 1697, were aſligned 
to him. This elaborate work was begun in 
1776 and completed in 1780. The plan 
upon which he conducted it was ſubmitted 
to the conſideration of a committee of the 
houſe ſoon after his appointment in 1770 
and the execution of it was much approved 


and liberally rewarded. 


We 
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We ought, however, to obſerve, that Dr. 
Flexman's knowledge in this way, and his 
attention in acquiring it, did not ſuperſede 
his. ſedulous application to thoſe ſubjects 


that were immediately connected with his 


profeſſion as a Chriſtian Miniſter. The 
ſtudy of the Scriptures, and particularly of 
the New Teſtament in the original language, 
was an employment to which he devoted 
much time, and in which he took peculiar 
pleaſure. From this ſource he deduced his 
ſentiments on theological ſubjects. They 
were the reſult of impartial and diligent in- 


quiry. He maintained them with firmneſs 


and zeal, but at the ſame time with a libe- 
ral and candid temper towards thoſe who 
differed from him. With the ſentiments of 
your late venerable paſtor, Dr. Amory, thoſe 
of Dr. Flexman very much concurred; and 
« his ſentiments,” ſays his excellent bio- 
grapher*, © with regard to both natural 
and revealed religion, nearly agreed with 


* thoſe of Dr. Samuel Clarke, and of the 
* eminent drvines who were 1 8 eo ar 


» - Biographia Duits, Vol. i. Art. AMORY. 
Ky | | that 
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« that great man. He did not, therefore, 


* fall in with the Socinian principles, which 
* of late have been ſo warmly defended : 
e neither did he reject the natural evidences 
&« of a life to come, or the notion of a ſepa- 


rate ſtate, as ſeveral ingenious moderns 
“e have done.“ 


This abſtract contains a conciſe and exact 
account of the theological ſentiments of our 
deceaſed friend. He was a ſtrenuous advo- 
cate for the pre- exiſtent dignity of Chriſt, 
and the perſonality of che Holy Spirit. Ile 


maintained the eſſential diſtinction between 


the ſoul and the body, and the liberty of the 
human will, in oppoſition to Materialiſts 
and Neceſſarians. If in the latter period of 
his life he expreſſed himſelf with more 
than common ardour on the ſubjects of re- 
ligious controverſy, it was when he took 
occaſion to avow his oppoſition to opinions, 
which he conceived to be no leſs prejudicial 
in their practical influence, than inconſiſtent 
with the dictates of ſound reaſon and the 
doctrines of divine Revelation. But his ar- 
dour was united to the moſt comprehenſive 
charity and good will. Of many perſons, 

* who 
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who held the tenets which he diſapproved, 
he entertained a high opinion; and he was 


in habits of acquaintance and friendſhip with 
them. 


Dr. Flexman's integrity was no leſs laud- 
able than his zeal for what he apprehended 
to be important truth, and his candour 
towards perſons of different ſentiments. He 
was intimately acquainted with ſeveral cler- 
gymen of diſtinguiſhed character, ſuch as 
Dr. Sykes, Dr. Gregory Sharpe, Mr. Tay- 
lor, Dr. Majendie, and many others of con- 
ſiderable rank in the church: and we have 
already obſerved, that he had frequent op- 
portunities of free intercourſe with perſons 
of exalted ſtation and extenſive influence. It 
is not unreaſonable to imagine, that he might 
have obtained independence, if not affluence, 
by means of the recommendation or patron- 
age of ſuch friends, if he had been diſpoſed to 
ſeek or to accept it. We are aſſured, upon the 
beſt authority, that a conſiderable preferment 
in the church was actually offered him. But 
he continued to exerciſe his miniſtry among 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, notwithſtanding many 
difficulties and diſcouragements, Whilſt he 


highly 
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highly eſteemed many members of the eſta- 
bliſhment, and was equally reſpected by 
them, he maintained his own profeſſion 
without wavering. Whilſt he avowed on 
all occaſions a firm attachment to the fun- 


damental principles of the Britiſh Conſtitu- 


tion, and few perſons better- underſtood 
them, he approved himſelf an enlightened _ 
and ſtrenuous advocate for civil and religious 
liberty. The ſatisfaction of conſcious inte- 
grity alleviated the trials of his cloſing ſcene, 
and animated his hopes in the proſpect of 
a future world. 


The piety and devotional ſpirit of our de- 
ceaſed friend were diſtinguiſhing traits of 
his character. In his compoſitions and pub- 
lic performances, theſe qualities were con- 
ſpicuous: and they were exemplified in his 
perſonal attendance on the ſocial inſtitutions 
of religion, when he became incapable of 
conducting the worthip of his tellow-chriſ- 
tians: Not to add, that they were ſources 


of relief and comfort to him amidit thoſe 
trials, which exerciſed his faith and patience 


in the concluding period of his life. 
= C2 | Of 
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Of Dr. Flexman's compoſitions for the 
pulpit, it will be ſufficient to ſay, that they 
were judicious and inſtructive: and his 
mode of delivery was grave and ſolemn. 
His preaching was 4dapted, both as to the 
matter and the manner of it, to inform the 
underſtanding, and to impreſs the heart. Of 
the four ſermons which he publiſhed, one 
was delivered in this place, on occaſion of 
the deceaſe of the late Dr. Amory; and 
whilſt it explains and enforces the import- 
ant exhortation, . Be thou faithful unto 
e death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life,“ it preſents the example of an excel- 
lent and venerable friend to our imitation, 
and the recompenſe of fidelity as a motive 
for our encouragement, _ 


On his other publications it is needleſs 
now to enlarge. He was employed on va- 
rious occaſions, as an editor of the works 
of others; and he particularly excelled in 
giving correct liſts of different publications, 
and aſcribing them to their proper authors. 
He was alſo an occaſional writer in ſeveral 
periodical publications, ſome of which have 

been 
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been long ago diſcontinued; but others of 
them retain their reputation to the preſent 


day. 


His abilities and various attainments juſtly 
intitled him to the honour of a degree of 
Doctor in Divinity, which was conferred 


upon him in 1770 by the Mariſchal College 
of Aberdeen. 


As a huſband and a parent, and in all the 
relations of ſocial life, Dr. Flexman claims 
reſpectful remembrance. Of his wife he 
was bereaved about ſix years ago, after a 
happy union of forty-one years: and of his 
three children, two daughters ſurvived their 
mother, and contributed, by their affection- 
ate attention, to ſoothe the ſorrows and al- 
leviate the trials of his cloſing ſcene. His 
ſon died many years ago in India, To our 
deceaſed friend, the dutiful regard of his 
daughters, and their happy ſettlement, muſt 


have afforded peculiar fatisfaQtion ; and I 


truſt, they and thoſe with whom they are 
connected will long retain his parental 


counſels and his perſonal virtues in grateful 


remembrance z 


1 
remembrance; and through every period of 
progreſſive life derive benefit from them, 
and conſolation from the proſpect of being 
reunited to their pious parents, in a ſtate, 
where their union will be indiſſoluble and 
everlaſting. 


Having paid this tribute of reſpe& to a 
much honoured friend, I ſhali conclude with 


recommending his example of piety and in- 


tegrity, and of uniform attachment to the 
profeſſion and duties of Chriſtianity, to our 
eſteem and imitation. It is by connecting 
the practice with the principles of our holy 
religion, that we ſhall be reſcued by it from 
the diſtreſſing fear of diſſolution, and enjoy 
tranquillity and hope in the near views of 
our laſt conflict. Bleſſed is that ſervant, 
whom his Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find 
thus prepared ! May we aſpire after this 
bleſſedneſs in a courſe of Chriſtian faith 
and holy obedience ! And may we wait all 
the days of our appointed time, till the pe- 
riod of its conſummation ſhall arrive, and 
we are removed into a ſtate where there 
hall be no more death! ' Amen... WA” 
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